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Introduction 



More than 86,000 students enrolled in first 
grade in New York City in the fall of 1995. 
These students were expected to graduate 
from high school in June 2007. As we seek 
to understand why some met this goal while 
others did not, it is critical to know where 
they began. 

We follow this cohort for their first eight 
years of schooling: from their first days in 
fall 1995 through June 2003 when they 
were expected to complete eighth grade. 

What are the demographic characteristics 
of the first grade class of 1995-96? Who 
stays and who leaves? Who is held back? 
What are the academic outcomes for each 
group? 

To answer these questions, the NYU 
Institute for Education and Social Policy 
analyzed student-level data provided by the 
New York City Department of Education for 
all first through eighth graders from 1995-96 
through 2002-03. 



Key Findings 

• Less than six of ten students who enrolled in first grade 
in 1995-96 and were not in full-time special education, 
were still attending NYC public schools eight years 
later. 

• Fewer than four out of ten students had sequential 
grade promotion from first to eighth grade. 

• Almost one in ten students had been retained at least 
once. 

• Almost four out of ten students exited the New York City 
public schools before eighth grade. Among these 
students three out of ten had been retained or were 
enrolled at least one grade below their expected grade 
upon exit. 

• Among those who stayed, standard academic progress 
was associated with higher performance on 
standardized tests. On average, these were the only 
students who scored above the grade-mean in both 
reading and math. 

• The proportion of white and Asian students among 
those who made standard academic progress was 
higher than in the other groups. 

• Discontinuous enrollment and being retained was 
associated with poor academic outcomes, including 
lower attendance and lower test scores. 
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